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& Psalm 1 (cev.)

God blesses those people who refuse evil advice
and won't follow sinners or join in sneering at God.
Instead, the Law of the LORD makes them happy,

and they think about it day and night.

They are like trees growing beside a stream, trees
that produce fruit in season and always have leaves.
Those people succeed in everything they do.
That isn't true of those who are evil,
because they are like straw blown by the wind.
Sinners won't have an excuse on the day of judgment,
and they won't have a place with the people of God.
The LORD protects everyone who follows him,
but the wicked follow a road that leads to ruin.
(Amen)

Remember how he led you in that huge and frightening desert
where poisonous snakes and scorpions live.

There was no water, but the LORD split open a rock,

and water poured out so you could drink.
He also gave you manna, a kind of food your ancestors had never

even heard about. The LORD was testing you to make

you trust him, so that later on he could be good to you.
When you become successful, don't say,

"I'm rich, and I've earned it all myself." Instead, remember that
the LORD your God gives you the strength to make a living.
That's how he keeps the promise he made to your ancestors.
But I'm warning you--if you forget the LORD your God
and worship other gods, the LORD will destroy you,
just as he destroyed the nations you fought
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& Deuteronomy 8:11-18 (Cev.)

Make sure that you never forget the LORD or disobey his laws
& teachings that I am giving you today. If you always obey
them, you will have plenty to eat, & you will build good houses to
live in. You will get more and more cattle, sheep, silver, gold,

& other possessions. But when all this happens, don't be proud!

Don't forget that you were once slaves in Egypt
And that it was the LORD who set you free.
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* He is able *

He is able, more than able

to accomplish what concerns me today.
He is able, more than able

to handle anything that comes my way.
He is able, more than able

to do much more than I could ever dream.

He is able, more than able.

To make me what He wants me to be.
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