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& Proverbs 3 (Cev)

God blesses everyone who has wisdom and common sense.
Wisdom is worth more than silver; it makes you much richer
than gold. Wisdom is more valuable than precious jewels;
nothing you want compares with her. In her right hand

Wisdom holds a long life, and in her left hand are wealth & honor.

Wisdom makes life pleasant and leads us safely along.
Wisdom is a life-giving tree, the source of happiness for all
who hold on to her. By his wisdom and knowledge the LORD
created heaven & earth. By his understanding he let the ocean
break loose and clouds release the rain.

My child, use common sense and sound judgment!
Always keep them in mind. You can be sure
that the LORD will protect you from harm. (Amen)

2. While Israel was still camped near Jericho, Joshua sent some

spies with these instructions: "Go to the town of Ai and find out

whatever you can about the region around the town." The spies
left & went to Ai which is east of Bethel & near Beth-Aven.

3. They went back to Joshua and reported, "You don't need to send
the whole army to attack Ai--two or three thousand troops will
be enough. Why bother the whole army for a town that small?"

4-5. Joshua sent about three thousand soldiers to attack Ai.

But the men of Ai fought back & chased the Israelite soldiers away

from the town gate & down the hill to the stone quarries.

36 Israelite soldiers were killed, and the Israelite army felt
discouraged. 6. Joshua and the leaders of Israel tore their clothes
and put dirt on their heads to show their sorrow.

They lay facedown on the ground in front of the sacred chest until
sunset. 7. Then Joshua said: Our LORD, did you bring us across
the Jordan River just so the Amorites could destroy us?

This wouldn't have happened if we had agreed to stay on the other
side of the Jordan. 8. I don't even know what to say to you,
since Israel's army has turned and run from the enemy.

9. Everyone will think you weren't strong enough to protect
your people. Now the Canaanites and everyone else who lives
in the land will surround us and wipe us out. .

(Amen)
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¢ Joshua 7:1-9 (Cev.)

1. The LORD had said that everything in Jericho belonged to him.

But Achan from the Judah tribe took some of the things from
Jericho for himself. And so the LORD was angry with
the Israelites, because one of them had disobeyed him.
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