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¢ Psalm 46
God is our mighty fortress,
always ready to help in times of trouble.
And so, we won't be afraid! Let the earth tremble
and the mountains tumble into the deepest sea.
Let the ocean roar & foam, & its raging waves shake the mountains
A river and its streams bring joy to the city,
which is the sacred home of God Most High.
God is in that city, and it won't be shaken. He will help it at dawn.
God brings wars to an end all over the world.
He breaks the arrows, shatters the spears, and burns the shields.
Our God says, "Calm down, and learn that I am God!
All nations on earth will honor me"The lord all powerful is with us
The God of Jacob is our fortress. (Amen)

¢ Exodus 13: 17-22 (CEV)
After the king had finally let the people go,
the LORD did not lead them through Philistine territory,
though that was the shortest way. God had said,
"If they are attacked, they may decide to return to Egypt."
So he led them around through the desert & toward the Red Sea.

Moses had them take along the bones of Joseph,
whose dying words had been, "God will come to your rescue,
and when he does, be sure to take along my bones."

The people of Israel left Succoth and camped at Etham
at the border of Egypt near the desert.

During the day the LORD went ahead of his people in a thick
cloud, & during the night he went ahead of them in a flaming fire.
That way the LORD could lead them at all times,
whether day or night.
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