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& Easter Sunday (Cev)

God set him free from death and raised him to life.
Death could not hold him in its power. But thank God for letting our
Lord Jesus Christ give us the victory!

My dear friends, stand firm and don't be shaken. Always keep busy
working for the Lord. While Jesus' disciples were talking about what had
happened, Jesus appeared and greeted them. They were frightened and
terrified because they thought they were seeing a ghost. But Jesus said,
"Why are you so frightened? Why do you doubt? Look at my hands and
my feet and see who I am! Touch me and find out for yourselves. Ghosts
don't have flesh and bones as you see I have." But Christ has been raised
to life! And he makes us certain that others will also be raised to life.
Jesus then said, "I am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who
has faith in me will live, even if they die. And everyone who lives
because of faith in me will never really die. Do you believe this?"
"Yes, Lord!" she replied. "I believe that you are Christ, the Son of God.
You are the one we hoped would come into the world." (Amen)

So if the dead won't be raised to life, Christ wasn't raised to life.
Unless Christ was raised to life, your faith is useless,
and you are still living in your sins. And those people
who died after putting their faith in him are completely lost.
If our hope in Christ is good only for this life,
we are worse off than anyone else.
But Christ has been raised to life!
And he makes us certain that others will also be raised to life.
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4 1 Corinthians 15: 3-8, 17-20 (Cev.)
I told you the most important part of the message exactly
as it was told to me. That part is: Christ died for our sins,
as the Scriptures say. He was buried, and three days later
he was raised to life, as the Scriptures say.
Christ appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.
After this, he appeared to more than five hundred followers.
Most of them are still alive, but some have died.
He also appeared to James, and then to all of the apostles.
Finally, he appeared to me, even though I am like someone
who was born at the wrong time
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