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& Psalm 65 (Cev)
Our God, you deserve praise in Zion,
where we keep our promises to you.
Everyone will come to you because you answer prayer.
Our terrible sins get us down, but you forgive us.
You bless your chosen ones,
and you invite them to live near you in your temple.
We will enjoy your house, the sacred temple.
You take care of the earth and send rain
to help the soil grow all kinds of crops.
Your rivers never run dry,
and you prepare the earth to produce much grain.
Meadows are filled with sheep and goats;
valleys overflow with grain and echo with joyful songs.
(Amen)

Finally, my dear friends, since you belong to the Lord Jesus,
we beg and urge you to live as we taught you.
Then you will please God. You are already living that way,

but try even harder. Remember the instructions we gave you
as followers of the Lord Jesus. God wants vou to be holy,
so don't be immoral in matters of sex.
Respect and honor your wife.
Don't be a slave of your desires or live like people
who don't know God. You must not cheat
any of the Lord's followers in matters of sex.
Remember, we warned you that he punishes everyone
who does such things.
God didn't choose you to be filthy, but to be pure.
So if you don't obey these rules,
you are not really disobeying us. You are disobeying God,
who gives you his Holy Spirit.

We don't have to write you about the need to love each other.
God has taught you to do this, and you already have shown
your love for all of his people in Macedonia.

But, my dear friends, we ask you to do even more.

Try your best to live quietly, to mind your own business,
and to work hard, just as we taught you to do.
Then you will be respected by people
who are not followers of the Lord,
and you won't have to depend on anyone.
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