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& Advent 1 (Cev)
People of Jerusalem, open your gates!
Repair the road to the city and clear it of stones;
raise a banner to help the nations find their way.

Here is what the LORD has said for all the earth to hear:
"Soon I will come to save the city of Zion, and to reward you.
Then you will be called, ‘The LORD's Own People,

The Ones He Rescued!" Your city will be known
as a good place to live and a city full of people."
Isaiah the prophet wrote about John when he said,

The Lord isn't slow about keeping his promises,
as some people think he is. In fact, God is patient,
because he wants everyone to turn from sin and no one to be lost.
The day of the Lord's return will surprise us like a thief.
The heavens will disappear with a loud noise,
and the heat will melt the whole universe.
Then the earth and everything on it will be seen for what they are.
Everything will be destroyed.

So you should serve and honor God by the way you live.
You should look forward to the day when God judges everyone,
and you should try to make it come soon.

On that day the heavens will be destroyed by fire,
and everything else will melt in the heat.

But God has promised us a new heaven and a new earth,
where justice will rule. We are really looking forward to that!

(Amen)
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& 2 Peter 3: 8-13 (Cev.)

Dear friends, don't forget that for the Lord one day
is the same as a thousand years,
and a thousand years is the same as one day.

"In the desert someone is shouting, ‘Get the road ready for
the Lord! Make a straight path for him.
Fill up every valley and level every mountain and hill.

Straighten the crooked paths and smooth out the rough roads.

Then everyone will see the saving power of God." (Amen)
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