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& Psalm 1

God blesses those people who refuse evil advice
and won't follow sinners or join in sneering at God.
Instead, the Law of the LORD makes them happy,

and they think about it day and night.

They are like trees growing beside a stream, trees
that produce fruit in season and always have leaves.
Those people succeed in everything they do.
That isn't true of those who are evil,
because they are like straw blown by the wind.
Sinners won't have an excuse on the day of judgment,
and they won't have a place with the people of God.
The LORD protects everyone who follows him,
but the wicked follow a road that leads to ruin.
(Amen)

We have heard him claim that Jesus from Nazareth will destroy
this place & change the customs that Moses gave us."
Then all the council members stared at Stephen.

They saw that his face looked like the face of an angel.
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When the council members heard Stephen's speech,
they were angry and furious.
But Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit.
He looked toward heaven, where he saw our glorious God
and Jesus standing at his right side.
Then Stephen said, "I see heaven open
and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God!"
The council members shouted and covered their ears.
At once they all attacked Stephen & dragged him out of the city.
Then they started throwing stones at him.
The men who had brought charges against him
put their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
As Stephen was being stoned to death, he called out,
"Lord Jesus, please welcome me!"
He knelt down and shouted, "Lord, don't blame them
for what they have done." Then he died. (A-men)
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God gave Stephen the power to work great miracles & wonders .
among the people. But some Jews from Cyrene & Alexandria ;” W — A we _—r__D : _—
were members of a group who called themselves "Free Men." " ~_§_-£5$:¥:—otl —e—f— 'Ailzy —_J_:‘:,‘ fjfl_:jf 5!5'_:'—‘1
They started arguing with Stephen. ?_ ¢ — ' B MO
Some others from Cilicia & Asia also argued with him g8 2 Ma48_. g4z 82cg321-
But they were no match for Stephen,
who spoke with the great wisdom that the Spirit gave him
So they talked some men into saying,

"We heard Stephen say terrible things against Moses and God!"
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They turned the people and their leaders y- gxYaz3g2-84y-2135242-2%
and the teachers of the Law of Moses against Stephen. D D4 \E B £ \
Then they all grabbed Stephen & dragged him in front of the council )4 - — — F] . -

Some men agreed to tell lies about Stephen, -\-?—_;: ':O:I—'-F—J:’:,’ —+ — 1 —eTe —3:;

and they said, "This man keeps on saying terrible things )T e

about this holy temple and the Law of Moses
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