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Ephesian 4 (Cev.)

As a prisoner of the Lord, I beg you to live in a way
that is worthy of the people God has chosen to be his own.
Always be humble and gentle.
Patiently put up with each other and love each other.
Try your best to let God's Spirit keep your hearts united.
Do this by living at peace.
All of you are part of the same body.
There is only one Spirit of God, just as you were given one hope
when you were chosen to be God's people.
We have only one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.
There is one God who is the Father of all people.
Not only is God above all others, but he works by using all of us,
and he lives in all of us.
(Amen)

Tell all of this to everyone, so they will do the right thing.

and especially their own families, have given up their faith.
They are worse than someone who doesn't have faith in the Lord.

A widow who thinks only about having a good time

She has faith in God, and she keeps praying to him
night and day, asking for his help.

is already dead, even though she is still alive.

People who don't take care of their relatives,

(A-men)
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& 1 Timothy 5:1-8

Don't correct an older man. Encourage him,
as you would your own father.

Treat younger men as you would your own brother,
and treat older women as you would your own mother.
Show the same respect to younger women
that you would to your sister.

Take care of any widow who is really in need.

But if a widow has children or grandchildren,
they should learn to serve God by taking care of her,
as she once took care of them. This is what God wants them to do.
A widow who is really
in need is one who doesn't have any relatives.
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