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The heavens keep telling the wonders of God,
and the skies declare what he has done.
Each day informs the following day;
each night announces to the next.
They don't speak a word,
and there is never the sound of a voice.
Yet their message reaches all the earth,
and it travels around the world.
The Law of the LORD is perfect; it gives us new life.

His teachings last forever, & they give wisdom to ordinary people.

The LORD's instruction is right; it makes our hearts glad.
His commands shine brightly, and they give us light.
Worshiping the LORD is sacred; he will always be worshiped.
All of his decisions are correct and fair.

They are worth more than the finest gold
and are sweeter than honey from a honeycomb.
(Amen)

But if Christ isn't living in you, you have failed.
I hope you will discover that we have not failed.

We pray that you will stop doing evil things.

We don't pray like this to make ourselves look good,
but to get you to do right, even if we are failures.
All we can do is to follow the truth and not fight against it.
Even though we are weak, we are glad that you are strong,
and we pray that you will do even better.

I am writing these things to you before I arrive.
This way I won't have to be hard on you
when I use the authority that the Lord has given me.
I was given this authority, so that I could help you
and not destroy you. Good-by, my friends.

Do better and pay attention to what I have said.
Try to get along and live peacefully with each other.
Now I pray that God, who gives love and peace,
will be with you. (A-men)
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4 2 Corinthians 13:5-10 (cev)

Test yourselves and find out
if you really are true to your faith.
If you pass the test,
you will discover that Christ is living in you.
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