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¢ Christmas 1

“Then the glory of the LORD will appear for all to see.”
The LORD has promised this! Bethlehem Ephrath, you are one
of the smallest towns in the nation of Judah.

But the LORD will choose one of your people to rule the nation--
someone whose family goes back to ancient times.

A child has been born for us. We have been given a son
who will be our ruler. His names will be Wonderful Advisor
and Mighty God, Eternal Father and Prince of Peace.

His power will never end; peace will last forever.

He will rule David's kingdom and make it grow strong.

He will always rule with honesty and justice.
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¢ John 1:9-14 (Cev.)

The true light that shines on everyone
was coming into the world.

The Word was in the world, but no one knew him,
though God had made the world with his Word.
He came into his own world,
but his own nation did not welcome him.

Yet some people accepted him and put their faith in him.
So he gave them the right to be the children of God.
They were not God's children by nature
or because of any human desires.

God himself was the one who made them his children.
The Word became a human being and lived here with us.
We saw his true glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father.
From him all the kindness and all the truth of God
have come down to us. (A-men)

The angel said, "Don't be afraid! I have good news for you,
which will make everyone happy! This very day in King David's
hometown a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord!

(A-men)
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