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Everyone in this world should worship and honor the LORD!

The LORD destroys the plans & spoils the schemes of the nations.

But what the LORD has planned will stand forever.
His thoughts never change. The LORD blesses each nation
that worships only him. He blesses his chosen ones.

The LORD looks at the world from his throne in heaven, and he
watches us all. Mighty armies alone cannot win wars for a king;
great strength by itself cannot keep a soldier safe.

But the LORD watches over all who honor him

and trust his kindness. He protects them from death and starvation.

We depend on you, LORD, to help and protect us.
Be kind and bless us! We depend on you. (Amen)

They told me, "Those captives who have come back are having all
kinds of troubles. They are terribly disgraced, Jerusalem's walls
are broken down, and its gates have been burned."

When I heard this, I sat down & cried. Then for several days,
I mourned; I went without eating to show my sorrow, & I prayed:
LORD God of heaven, you are great and fearsome.

And you faithfully keep your promises to everyone who loves you
and obeys your commands. I am your servant, so please have
mercy on me & answer the prayer that I make day & night for
these people of Israel who serve you. I, my family, and the rest of
your people have sinned by choosing to disobey you
and the laws and teachings you gave to your servant Moses.
(A-men)
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& Nehemiah 1:1-7 (cev.)

I am Nehemiah son of Hacaliah, and in this book I tell what H= -%‘é)‘f‘ "H 2.9 -a; %Ol U U \_/ -
I have done. During the month of Chislev in the twentieth year
that Artaxerxes ruled Persia, [ was in his fortress city of Susa,
when my brother Hanani came with some men from Judah. AMdH7| 10% 17™
So I asked them about the Jews s
who had escaped from being captives in Babylonia.
I also asked them about the city of Jerusalem.
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