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& Psalm 27 (Cev)

You, LORD, are the light that keeps me safe.

[ am not afraid of anyone. You protect me, and I have no fears.
Brutal people may attack and try to kill me, but they will stumble.
Fierce enemies may attack, but they will fall.

Armies may surround me, but [ won't be afraid;
war may break out, but I will trust you.

I ask only one thing, LORD: Let me live in your house every day
of my life to see how wonderful you are & to pray in your temple.
In times of trouble, you will protect me. You will hide me in your
tent and keep me safe on top of a mighty rock.

You will let me defeat all of my enemies. Then I will celebrate,
as I enter your tent with animal sacrifices and songs of praise.
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Such a large crowd of witnesses is all around us!
So we must get rid of everything that slows us down,
especially the sin that just won't let go.

We must keep our eyes on Jesus,
who leads us and makes our faith complete.
He endured the shame of being nailed to a cross,
because he knew that later on he would be glad he did.
Now he is seated at the right side of God's throne!

And we must be determined to run the race that is ahead of us.
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Every one of those people died. But they still had faith,
even though they had not received what they had been promised.
They were glad just to see these things from far away, and they
agreed that they were only strangers & foreigners on this earth.
When people talk this ways, it is clear
that they are looking for a place to call their own.

If they had been talking about the land where they had once lived,
they could have gone back at any time.

But they were looking forward to a better home in heaven.
That's why God wasn't ashamed for them to call him their God.
He even built a city for them.
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